Our Ministry of Triumph:

 We in II Corinthians 1-7
Because this study contends that the uses of the first person plural pronouns (we, our, us) are established as inclusive via the scope of the church epistles, the scope of the fellowship of the gospel beginning in Philippians 2:12-16 is foundational:
Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out [evidence] your own salvation with fear and trembling.

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

Do all things without murmurings and disputings:

That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;

Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 
In Thessalonians, the background of a believer’s walk in power lays out God's desire for our victorious life in Christ. 1 Thessalonians 1:5-6 explains what it means to receive the holy spirit and to become followers of Paul, Timothy, and Silas:

For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.

And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:

I Thessalonians 1:7-8 tells us what it means to become followers of the Apostle Paul:

So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.

For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.

Speaking the truth in love allows us to grow up into him in all things. In Thessalonica the believers’ walk was so like Paul’s, it was so powerful, that, as I Thessalonians 1:9 says:

For they themselves [those to whom the Thessalonians spoke] shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.

The people who felt the impact of the lives of those in Thessalonica became living epistles ministered by the Thessalonians, who were in turn, living epistles ministered by Paul. People Paul had taught had been faithful. The move of the word of God is a foundational part of the lifestyle of a believer. 
The Thessalonians’ “faith to God” was spread abroad in every place because, as it says in Romans 1:16-17:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith [believing faith] to faith [believing faith]: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

The Thessalonians were just like Paul. They were not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for in the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed by those who believe and speak to those, who, in turn, believe. This is the pattern of victory in the church. Walking by faith is speaking God’s word. When some of these believe, the cycle of victory begins again until, like the Thessalonians, our believing towards God is spread abroad in every place. In Romans speaking the gospel is foundational to the meaning of: “the just shall live by faith.” 
II Corinthians explains how we can be sufficient to be able ministers, living epistles, and the image of the glory of God. To examine these details, it is helpful to trace the use of the pronouns, such as “we,” very carefully. II Corinthians chapters two through seven contain the greatest evangelical treatise ever given to the Christian church.
 

************

All of the lessons, or themes, in II Corinthians are revealed in its introductory portion. This isn’t unusual in a well-written document, but notice the almost symphonic shifts in the voicing of the word we in II Corinthians 1:1-5 as these themes are introduced. II Corinthians 1:1-1:2a begins:

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia: 

Grace be to you and peace… 

This second epistle to the Corinthians is to the church, the body of Christ. The epistle is from God by way of Paul and Timothy. Throughout this epistle, one use of we and our means Paul and Timothy together. In II Corinthians 1:1-2a, a second group, the church of God, all who are born again, are introduced and referred to as you. Because of the royal majesty in God’s choice of words, rightly dividing to whom a verse is specifically addressed requires a command of the scope of the church epistles. For example, in II Corinthians 1:2b-3 below, the context of Paul and Timothy together, and you --the household of God changes into we -- all of us who belong to the one true God in Christ including Paul and Timothy:  

… from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;

This salutation is also found in Romans 1:7, Galatians 1:3, I Corinthians 1:3, Ephesians 1:2, Philippians 1:2, Colossians 1:2, I Thessalonians 1:2,and II Thessalonians 1:2. In every case our God includes the entire church because God is the Father of all who have received His Son. For example, here is Ephesians 1:1-3:

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:

Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

Here Paul is in the singular, yet his salutation is in the plural. The grace and peace Paul sends is not of himself, but from God through our savior Jesus Christ. The only ones capable of receiving this quality of peace are those who are now at rest with God through Christ Jesus. 

In Galatians 1:1-4, for example, the salutation is from Paul and the brethren, but the context quickly establishes that the entire church is included in the our of the salutation:

Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;)

And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia:

Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ,

Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:

Below, in I Corinthians 1:1-3, the salutation emphasizes to the carnal-minded, divided believers in Corinth that they are part of a larger body of believers that in every place calls on the same Lord: 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,

Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Likewise, knowing the scope of the church epistles and God’s heart for the unity of His church, tells us that we in II Corinthians 1:2-5 includes us all:

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia:

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;

Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.

For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.

God is made known as blessed. He is able to energize all of the comfort in the church. Additionally, the Corinthians are immediately informed of their ability to comfort others with the comfort they have received from God.

Rightly dividing the shifting pronoun references means the truths introduced as the main ideas of II Corinthians will fit with all the truths given in the church epistles. Below, in Romans 8:16, is part of the truth that II Corinthians magnifies:

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

As we endure, that is, as we remain in Christ through tribulation, the result is the consolation of being glorified together with him, now and in eternity. 

These symphonic shifts in voicing include great depth of practical correction. For instance, the phrase from 1:5 above, “we may be able to comfort them who are in any trouble,” continues to build throughout the epistle to include Paul’s comfort of the Corinthians, the comfort the Corinthians are called to share with others, the comfort that the Corinthians have already given Paul, and, finally, the comfort that all of those who have fellowship with God have to offer to those who are without God’s presence and glory. All of this comes together through the subtle movements in the sense of the word we. The Corinthians had been full of divisiveness. Now, in II Corinthians, again and again God will encourage them in the unity He has purposed from before the foundations of the world. The very phrase, “we may be able to comfort them who are in any trouble,” is inclusive enough to introduce those to whom the Corinthians will be the fragrance of “life unto life” (II Corinthians 2:16). 
If we misread some of the we’s, as of Paul and Timothy alone, we could miss a major theme of II Corinthians: the spiritual equality in the household of God. This reality is given foundationally to the church in Romans 12:3:

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

The single measure of equality before God is the faith of Jesus Christ through which we have all come to God. Salvation belongs to all equally, for as Ephesians 2:8-9 says:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

Not of works, lest any man should boast.

The power of this spiritual equality is given in practice in I Corinthians 12:7:

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.

 

********

Now, in II Corinthians 1:6, the pronoun reference shifts again, self-evidently and without warning: 

And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which (saving consolation) is effectual (is energized) in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.

Obviously, we in 1:6 refers to Paul and Timothy. It is obvious because God puts a first person pronoun, your, in the immediate context to show we is Paul and Timothy. The inclusive use of the first person pronouns is made known via the scope of the church epistles. The shifts in their reference become more specific by way of evidence from evidence in the verse itself.
While II Corinthians 1:4-5 contains the main ideas of II Corinthians chapters one through nine, II Corinthians 1:6 introduces the way these truths will be made plain to the Corinthian church. Paul’s and Timothy’s lives in the ministry will set the pattern for the powerful consolation God plans to energize in every saint who walks in fellowship with Him. 

II Corinthians teaches people how to become how to put into practice the ability they have from God to walk in the apostle Paul’s steps, even as he walked in Jesus Christ’s. II Corinthians 1:7 exhorts the Corinthians by the rewards of God’s eternal comfort, to remain in fellowship and to stand with Paul in the work of the ministry to which every saint is called:

And our (Paul and Timothy’s) hope of you is steadfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation.

In II Corinthians 1:8 Paul and Timothy share the hardships they endured in Asia with the Corinthians:

For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:

Then, in 1:9-10, Paul tells of the consolation they received through the power of Christ within:

But we had the sentence of death [the answer to death, death’s judgment – Romans 8:2, death has lost its sting because of Christ] in ourselves [Christ within], that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:

Who delivered us from so great a death [we were dead in sin], and doth deliver [from physical death]: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us [at Christ’s return];

Once again, in both II Corinthians 1:7 and 8, the Holy Spirit’s contextual markers are clear in the verse itself. The readers know that it is Paul and Timothy who are referred to as we because God has placed a second person pronoun, ye and you in this case, meaning the church, in the verse itself. The geographical place, Asia, also marks we as meaning Paul and Timothy.

II Corinthians 1:11-14 continues to include Paul and Timothy together and their common purpose in writing the Corinthians:

Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf.

For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward.

For we write none other things unto you, than what ye read or acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end;

As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus.

The uses of you-ward, you, and five uses of ye, show plainly that we refers to Paul and Timothy.  II Corinthians 1:15-17 is, from the verse itself, involves I referring to Paul and ye referring to the Corinthians church. However, II Corinthians 1:18-19 shifts suddenly and plainly, not to Paul and Timothy, but to Paul, Timothy and Silvanus: 
But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay.
For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me and Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea.

On the other hand, in II Corinthians 1:20-22, dramatically and without warning, we includes all of the church, then it refers only to Paul, Timothy, and Silas, and then we refers to the entire church once again: 

For all the promises of God in him [Christ] are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us [the church].

Now he which stablisheth us [Paul, Timothy and Silas] with you in Christ, and hath anointed us [the church—having been established with Paul, Timothy, and Silas], is God;

Who hath also sealed us [the church], and given the earnest of the Spirit in our [the church], hearts.

Plainly, the Father expects us to know the scope of the church epistles and to apply that scope to the first and second person pronouns we encounter in II Corinthians. If the pronouns are not taught in light of the scope of the epistles, then they are taught in error because they are taught as contrary to the scope of the church epistles! 
To establish us [Paul, Timothy, and Silas] together with you in Christ again shows the spiritual equality of the body of Christ. The same God whose great in workings established Paul, Timothy, and Silas despite the pressures they faced, was the same God whose great in-working among the Corinthians would help them receive and overcome the errors in practice that kept them from their walk. All who are ever established by God are all established together in Christ as members in particular in the body. The anointing, sealing, and receiving of the earnest of the spirit are each given in the past tense. These are three areas of the blessing we each have in God’s gift to us of holy spirit. Ephesians 1:13 and 4:30 tell more about how we have been sealed through the holy spirit of God, and, finally, II Corinthians 5:5 and Ephesians 1:14 tell us of the wonderful earnest of the spirit we have inside. These are the elements of scope that come to bear on II Corinthians 1:20-22.
The springboard for II Corinthians chapters one through seven is God’s current victories for His saints in establishing them while, just as in II Corinthians 1:20-22, His eternal victories in Christ are magnified as the sources and principles of this success. The trouble Paul and Timothy faced is one of the bookends of II Corinthians 2:14-7:4; their victories serve as the other.

 

********

 

As there is one spirit, yet each believer is a unique creation, so there is but one ministry to which we each have been called with individual responsibilities. This ministry is not from earth, but from heaven. It is upon the earth as each believer manifests power from on high. The comfort of God we receive and comfort others with, will also be a reflection of our unique positions in the body of Christ; however, the principles of receiving and living in this comfort are the same. 
 

Our Triumph in Christ

I Corinthians 1:23-2:13 primarily employs I referring to Paul alone and you to refer to the Corinthians church. However, in II Corinthians 2:12-14a it is written: 

Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord,

I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother: but taking my leave of them [of Troas], I went from thence into Macedonia.

Now thanks be unto God, which always causes us to triumph in Christ.

But who is the us? Is it Paul and Timothy? Is it Paul and Titus? Perhaps it is Paul, Silvanus, Timothy, and Titus. Does the scope of the church epistles allow us to exclude any born-again believer from the promise that is given in 2:14? Since it does not, us is inclusive. Backing up several verses to 2:10-11, helps reveal the context:

To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ;

Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.

Here, in 2:11, us is plainly all of God’s people at Corinth (via “your sakes”) and Paul (via “I forgive”). However, we also includes all of those who are not ignorant of Satan’s devices. This use of we is the first in II Corinthians that includes all in the church who meet a specific condition.  In this case all who received the letter met the condition of not being ignorant of Satan’s devices, but this will not always be the case in Corinth or the church. At times, only the condition will be noted, and the pronoun we will include only those who meet that condition.
God’s Word has so woven the context of 2:11-14 together that not only is the word we clarified, but the very threshold of walking into our triumph in Christ has been spelled out. Here again is 2:10-14a:

10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ;

11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us [Paul and all who received the letter]: for we are not ignorant of his devices.

12 Furthermore [now], when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord,

The word furthermore should be translated “now.” The Greek connective indicates that the section about overcoming the grief Paul had over reproving the Corinthians is changing to a new section on overcoming the pressures of moving the ministry of God’s Word to the world. This starts in II Corinthians 2:13 and continues in 2:14:

13 I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother: but taking my leave of them, I went from thence into Macedonia.

14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, 

This is the second use of the first person plural pronoun (us) to mean all in the church who meet a condition from God’s Word. Here our triumph in Christ is based on the condition that we remain in Christ. The great principles of triumph in Christ are exemplified by the victories won by Paul and Timothy, but the keys to the triumphs God has planned for our own lives is the subject of II Corinthians 2:14-6:10. Again, the scope of the church epistles establishes the inclusive use of the first person pronouns. Reading on, II Corinthians 2:14b says: 

...and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

The phrase in every place also shows that us potentially could apply to the whole church, it really only applies to those who remain in Christ. Although not every born-again believer will remain in Christ, in fellowship with God, they could. Although not every believer will choose to renew their minds and manifest the sweet savor of this new quality of knowledge, it is available to all. This phrase in every place appears first in the salutation of I Corinthians 1:2:

Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place [en pas topos] call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

Below are the only other two places that the Greek phrase translated in every place appears. From the use in I Timothy 2:8:

I will therefore that men pray every where [in every place-- en pas topos], lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting,

It's clear that in every place isn’t an exaggeration for figurative emphasis, an hyperbole (Bullinger 423); it is, rather, God’s will for the church, for as I Timothy 2:4 says:

Who [God] will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

The fourth use of in every place, in I Thessalonians 1:8, speaks directly to the record of II Corinthians 2:14:

For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.

How perfect is His word when we are patient enough to hear it! In every category of life God answers our questions with His perfect word. Hence, again, the inclusive uses of the first person pronouns are established by the scope of the church epistles while the specific references are made by clear markers from the verse itself. 
The impact of the word of the Lord in every place is explained in living color in II Corinthians 2:14-16a:

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: 

To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. 

Again, from the scope of the church epistles can any believer be excluded from this promise of being a sweet savor of His knowledge? According to Romans 12:1-2, II Corinthians 3:18, and Philippians 2:15, they cannot.
However, the sudden change of subject corresponding to the sudden change in pronoun reference is established from the remoter context. Paul will complete his personal testimony concerning the promises made to those who renew their minds. He will complete this testimony on the other side of the II Corinthians 2:13-7:5 parenthesis. On the outside of the parenthesis is Paul’s testimony of victory and comfort in Christ. Inside the parenthesis are the keys to that victory that are available to the entire church. This is our triumph in Christ. This is what it looks like: “For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ.” What a promise! We are to God the sweet savour of Christ. Before I heard the gospel, the idea of my life being pleasing to God in such a powerful manner that it required figures of speech for emphasis was unthinkable. What a redeemer we have in Jesus Christ!

Now, II Corinthians 2:16b:

And who is sufficient for these things?

This is an amazing verse. Besides being the keystone verse to II Corinthians 1:1-7:16, it basically asks, “who are we?” or, “who are these that in every place make such a great impact with the truth of God?” That is so thrilling. Aren’t these the answers the church needs right now? 

Another way of paraphrasing 2:16b is, “how can being the sweet savour of Christ be possible?” The answer to this question goes on for chapters. 

 

Who Are the Able Ministers?

Who is sufficient to be the sweet savor of Christ? The answer is unspoken because it has already been stated that, "we who are in Christ are always led to victory, and, in victory, we are the sweet savour of God’s knowledge.”  However, in 2:17 some of the conditions for being triumphant in Christ are explained in more detail:

For we [who are sufficient in making known the savor of His knowledge] are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. 

From II Corinthians 2:14 to 5:21, except in a few specific places, we includes all who choose to renew their minds and walk in fellowship with the Heavenly Father.
 How can anyone be a sweet fragrance of the knowledge of God if they are watering down the word of God? This we includes those who walked the word in Thessalonica, in Berea, in Philippi, in Rome, and in every place the knowledge of God was made known. 
Because II Corinthians is still an epistle of practical reproof and correction, Paul and Timothy’s example of speaking in Christ is given in a parenthesis of II Corinthians 3:1-3. Paul uses his life as an example of correct practice in Christian living and as an example of the blessings that flow from living right doctrine. However, except for two parenthetical declarations, Paul’s and Timothy’s examples are implied. They are implicit as he directly invites the Corinthians to join him in the fellowship of the gospel along with all of those who renew their minds. Again, in II Corinthians 3:4-6, after the parenthesis of II Corinthians 3:1-3, the question in 2:16, “who is sufficient for these things?” is taken up again:

And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward:

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;

Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.

Our sufficiency for these things is of God. We are sufficient to make known the savor of the knowledge of God in every place because He has made us able ministers, living epistles of Christ. The truth is the gift ministries are to those who are already born-again, but we are all the body of Christ. We are all his hands and his feet. When those to whom we are the fragrance of life unto life believe, they receive power from on high. They receive the spirit which is life (Romans 8:10). They receive eternal life. We are ministers of the spirit in that we choose to renew our minds and evidence God’s holy spirit and produce the fruit of the spirit in our lives.
Again, while the parenthesis of II Corinthians 3:1-3 helps clear up confusion about the context that may cause some to believe that we, ourselves, and our in II Corinthians 3:5 can only refer to Paul and Timothy, the real principle is not the immediate context so much as the scope of the church epistles. Can the rest of the church be excluded from “not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God.” No, of course we can’t be excluded. Nevertheless, the context itself here also speaks powerfully as to the inclusiveness of the personal pronouns. Another critical element of the scope is the echo of the language of the old covenant of the law in Romans 10 that leads up to accepting the new covenant in Romans 10:9-10.
Because the new covenant of the spirit results in a glory that excels the hope of the law as much as the sun excels the moon, we have great hope. We have Christ in us the hope of glory, a hope kept secret since before the foundations of the world (I Corinthians 15:51). II Corinthians 3:12, therefore, says:

Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech.

However, the words “of speech” are not in the text. That’s why 3:12 really reads:

Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great boldness [parrhessia].

This boldness pertains to our openness to God in Christ in ministering the spirit even as Ephesians 3:12 declares:

In whom [Christ Jesus the Lord] we have boldness [parrhessia] and access with confidence by the faith of him [Christ].

Again, the inclusive uses of the first person pronouns are made known via the scope of the church epistles, and again, the subject is the boldness of every believer in II Corinthians 3:18:

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord [Jehovah], are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

We all is mentioned because the emphasis in 3:18 is on every member of the church. It doesn’t matter how far away from being at home with God one has gone, His throne is always available to every born-again son. We all, always, have open access if we choose to use the openness God has made available in our Lord Jesus Christ. In 3:12 those who used boldness are in Christ Jesus, they are walking in the light, they are sharing fully with God. However, 3:18 says that every saint may be transformed by the renewing of their minds if they choose to be. “The glory of Jehovah” is His son Jesus Christ. God’s Word has momentarily left the use of “we who triumph in Christ,” and God has told us so directly by saying “we all.” We can have that mind that was in Christ Jesus. We can be conformed to that same image of God’s glory. We are all called to be conformed to the image God’s only begotten son.
When we renew our minds what does that mean? Does it mean we have nice thoughts? Maybe, but more importantly it means we have God’s spiritual power in evidence in our lives! Our life is like a house of prayer! We live like tabernacles of God. We are the holy of holies with the curtains open. We are transformed. We are transfigured. As I Corinthians 3:18 says, “We are changed [matamorphoo -- metamorphosized] into the same image we behold in the spiritual mirror of His word! What is this image we are changed into? Why II Corinthians 4:4 tells us:

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

This is how, when we renounce the hidden things of dishonesty and refuse to water down the word of God, that, we are, as II Corinthians 4:2b says:

… by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

II Corinthians 3:18 completes the explanation of how we can be able ministers of the sprit. As we remain in Christ, renewing our minds, we are triumphant in Christ and the glory of the LORD is made known to all. When we are transformed into the image of God, the glory of Jehovah Ellohim El’ Shaddai radiates as II Corinthians 4:6 boldly declares:

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

This completes the explanation of the results of renewing our minds. Where 2:14 begins with our being triumphant in Christ and the sweet fragrance of the knowledge of God, the truth is restated that as we behold in the glass of God’s Word the glory of God, we shine forth the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Again, it is the scope of the church epistles that establish the inclusive use of the first person pronoun in II Corinthians 4:6.
 

Carrying Out Our Ministry

In II Corinthians 4:1 both the immediate context and the scope of the church epistles are involved in its solemn meaning:

Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not;

This is the one ministry, the ministry from heaven in which all who are born again have part. The pronoun we could be we all as the context continues down from II Corinthians 3:18; however, in II Corinthians 4:1, our response to God’s mercy is to “faint not”; hence, we is, once again, those who have chosen to renew their minds and to walk in love. If you haven’t begun walking in Christ, you can’t faint! II Corinthians 3 has revealed the ministry of glory and II Corinthians 5 will reveal the ministry of reconciliation.

The scope of the New Testament church epistles must establish the pronoun reference or else one is interpreting the pronouns in contradiction to the scope. The Heavenly Father’s word to us is not yea and nay, but yea and amen! Just as Romans 12 asked all to respond to God’s mercy, here, all who have responded are lovingly asked, because of God’s mercy, to refuse to quit. II Corinthians will also talk about the physical bodies Romans 12 beseeches us to present to Him. They are called earthen vessels and tabernacles. 

What is this ministry of the spirit we have received? It is to radiate God’s glory as we are changed “from glory to glory” by coming to Him openly. All of us have been made able ministers of the spirit.

 

********

So far, we has been: first, Paul and Timothy; second, the entire church; third, Paul, Timothy and Silas; and fourth, those who are triumphant in Christ. So far, ye has only referred to the Corinthians and those who remain in Christ. In II Corinthians 4:5 this changes. Ye becomes the them in II Corinthians 1:4

Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.

You becomes those to whom we are the sweet fragrance of life unto life. II Corinthians 4:2 begins:

But [we who have this ministry and faint not] have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

Notice the first person plural pronoun (our) isn’t commending to ye Corinthians. Instead, these believers are commending themselves to every man’s conscience (in every place) in the sight of God. If the pronoun ourselves had been commending to the Corinthian church, then the ourselves would have to mean, “we, Paul and Timothy.” Making this one mistake in recognizing to whom this passage is addressed, throws our understanding of the entire section into confusion. For we who are in Christ are able ministers, sufficient of God, living epistles, and transformed into the image of His son. II Corinthians adds now that, in Christ, we commend ourselves to every man’s conscience.
There are specific examples of Paul and Timothy commending themselves, in the sight of God, to the consciences of Corinthian church. For instance in II Corinthians 5:11-12 it is written:

Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.

For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart.

This, however, refers back to the principles of triumph being made known to all of the church here in II Corinthians 4:1-5. The logic of 5:11-12 is based on, relies on, the truths of II Corinthians 4:1-5. In other words, since all who are in Christ commend themselves to everyman in the sight of God as living epistles and as the sweet fragrance of Christ, and since Paul and Timothy are in Christ in their ministry to the Corinthians, then the Corinthians must know for themselves Paul and Timothy are speaking the truth in love. Whatever attacks upon the ministry of the integrity of God’s word were going on at Corinth, it fell to the Corinthians themselves to testify of the man of God. An imperial edict from Rome could do no better than the honest, Godly testimony of the believers who knew Paul and Timothy’s heart the best.

Now, in contrast to II Corinthians 3:1-2 and 5:11, II Corinthians 4:1-6, fits perfectly with, and plainly belongs to the family of truths relating to every member of the body of Christ, who, in Christ, triumph utterly. Here again is 4:2:

But [we who see that we have this ministry and faint not] have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

For instance, this verse, rightly divided, amplifies and augments the truth about speaking “as of God” already explained in II Corinthians 2:17. It is the literal the truth about being the sweet savor of Christ leading to eternal life as given in 2:16. The next verse, II Corinthians 4:3, sheds more light on those who are perishing:

But if our [those who are changed into the same image, those who are ministers of the spirit] gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost [appollumi]:

I Corinthians 9:23 provides scope for the use of “our gospel”:

And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.

So also does Philippians 1:3-5:

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,

Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,

For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;

The word perish in II Corinthians 2:15 is also the Greek word appollumi:
For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish [appollumi]:

Hence, II Corinthians 4:4 continues to explain the state of those to whom the fragrance of Christ is the fragrance of death [their current unredeemed state] unto death [no eternal life because of their choice to believe not]:

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

Finally, then, in the context of those who are being saved and those who are perishing, II Corinthians 4:5, for the first time, states what it is the triumphant in Christ speak: 

For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.

Compare this to Romans 10:9-10:

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

II Corinthians 4:5 corrects the practical error of being divisive and contentious in proclaiming the gospel while affirming the lordship of Christ Jesus made known in Romans (see also Philippians 1:15 and I Corinthians 1:10-13). You or your now refers to those who have yet to believe. In Romans who proclaims these glad tidings? Romans 10:6 says:

But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:)…

These verses in Corinthians and in Romans fit together as one. The “we” of II Corinthians 2:14 to 4:5 is the “righteousness of faith” in Romans. Hence, even though some who may not believe might complain bitterly about the spokesmen, God’s Word says it is the righteousness of believing that speaks. Romans 9:30 adds to this scope:
What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith.

All who have believed have attained by faith the righteousness that is of faith and it is this very righteousness of faith that speaks.  Hence, all who have believed have received the commissioning to speak God’s Word. Romans is so very personal. God makes his invitation to eternal life one on one. In II Corinthians the church is being corrected; therefore, the we of all who walk in power is given and, then, agrees with ye -- all to whom the gospel is made known.

II Corinthians 4:6 summarizes and concludes the truths of our sufficiency in Christ as able ministers of the spirit:

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

II Corinthians 4:7 introduces another metaphor for those who are triumphant in Christ:

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.

Again scope establishes the second person pronoun as including all of the church. These earthen vessels are our physical bodies. God first compares us to earthen vessels in Romans 9:20-24:

Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?

Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?

And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory,

Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?

The riches of His glory is made known in Colossians 1:27: 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

This is the treasure that we now have in earthen vessels.
As we preach Christ Jesus the Lord and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake, we may lack resources according to the five senses to carry out our commissioning as servants, but it doesn’t matter. We are never absolutely without resources, or a way of escape. That’s because God is with us who always causes us to triumph in Christ. This is what II Corinthians 4:8-9 makes known:

We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;

Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;

Yes, Paul, Timothy and Silas experienced this, for they are absolutely included in we. However, as 1 Thessalonians 1:6 those who became “followers of us,” followers of Paul, Timothy and Silas in Thessalonica also experienced the pressures of the ministry:

And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:
and, again, Thessalonica endured tribulations similar to what is described in II Corinthians 4:8-9 as II Thessalonians 1:4 shows:

So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:

We will always need to rely on God's strength to have the victory when we speak His word. II Corinthians 4:8-9 has shifted back from the entire church to those who renew their minds, for only such could know themselves to be “perplexed by not in despair” or “persecuted but not forsaken.”
II Corinthians 4:10, is not about the troubles our physical bodies must overcome in the furtherance of the gospel. It’s about each saint’s identification with Christ. It isn’t about the work of the ministry. It is about the ability to carry out the work:

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.

Again the scope establishes the second person pronoun via Romans 6:3-4:

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

The word dying includes the crucifixion, so Galatians 2:20 also applies:

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

The riches of the glory of the treasure we carry in us, is Christ within, but for us to have Christ living in our hearts, he must have died for us. Because of the dying of our Lord Jesus Christ, Christ now lives in us.

This entire section about carrying out the ministry has, so far, been all but an implied biography of Paul and Timothy. From the book of Acts we know how much they endured for the gospel’s sake, and, so also, did the Corinthians. The Bible is using Paul’s own example, his own manner of entering in, to invite the Corinthians to be just like the Thessalonians and to follow him. Now in a way more powerful than II Corinthians 3:18 and 4:7, II Corinthians 4:11 makes it very plain to whom the first person plurals refer:

For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.
The first person pronoun is about all who live, who walk by the spirit. II Corinthians is not about trials and tribulations it is about our identifying with Christ. That’s why the word always is used. We cannot renew our minds and walk in God’s power unless we are cognizant of our redemption and our redeemer.
Along with recognizing that we have died with Christ we are to claim his victory in the resurrection. We reckon that we live with him. We are to have God’s Son’s own resurrection life evidenced in our mortal flesh. How can this happen? I Corinthians 12:7-11 tells of the nine manifestation of the spirit energized by the Spirit. God’s powerful gift of Christ within is manifest by speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues, prophecy, word of knowledge, word of wisdom, discerning of spirits, believing, gifts of healing, and miracles. This verse is not just Paul and Timothy and other “ministers” somewhere off in some ethereal world of those good enough. No, all who have Jesus Christ as lord have the holy privilege of having the life of the only begotten Son of God evidenced in our mortal bodies. It’s just immense. Again, who are the we who live of II Corinthians 4:11? Romans 8:13, below, tells us exactly: 

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify [thanatoo—put to death] the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

So, because the word for ties II Corinthians 4:11 to the entire context of II Corinthians 4, we have additional evidence that those who have this ministry of the spirit and who don’t faint (II Corinthians 4:1), that those who commend themselves to every man’s conscience in God’s sight (II Corinthians 4:2), that those whose gospel is only hid to those who are lost, that those who preach Christ Jesus the Lord from the heart of service, those with God’s light shining within and radiating outward, that those who have the ability to overcome despite all sense knowledge odds are those who, with Christ in them, are conformed to the death of, united with, walk in newness of life through Lord Christ Jesus. These are the believers that have the very life of Jesus Christ himself in evidence in their mortal bodies. The believers with all of these stars on their spiritual lapels are not necessarily apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors or teachers; no, they are born again saints who do one thing and one thing only: believe. They walk by the spirit. They live spiritually. They are transformed by the renewing of their minds.
Now, again, II Corinthians 4:11-12: 
11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.
12 So then [the Messiah’s] death worketh [energeo—energizes] in us [who walk by the spirit and live] but life [is energized] in you (who believe and receive the holy spirit that is life—Romans 8:10).
II Corinthians 4:11-14 is about the joy we experience when someone we speak to receives God’s word. This theme of those who receive is introduced in II Corinthians 1:4, as those who could be comforted the Corinthians, and by 2:16, as those to whom we are the fragrance of “life unto life.” II Corinthians 4:13-14 continues to declare this joy:
13 We (who live spiritually) having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;

14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by [dia—through] Jesus, and shall present [paristemi] us [who live] with [sun—together as one] you [to whom we’ve spoken].
Dr. Wierwille’s literal according to usage translation of II Corinthians 4:13 is beautiful:

Therefore, we also, who have the same spirit [as you] that is the faith of Jesus Christ, believe and so speak, even as it is written, “I believe so I spoke.”

Because in 4:12 life is energized in those who hear us, the we of II Corinthians 4:14 can speak of having” the same spirit [as you].” 

We are able to persist as earthen vessels because we can live according to the hope of Christ’s return. This is the pattern of believing all who would walk by the spirit and who faint not must have. It is written in Psalm 116:9-10:

I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.

I believed, therefore have I spoken: (but—Septuagint) I was greatly afflicted.

While “being greatly afflicted” isn’t part of the reference in II Corinthians, it is part of the immediate and remoter context. The language of II Corinthians 4:13 means that we, those who are walking by the spirit, have the same spirit of the faith (of Jesus Christ) about which faith it is written: “I believed therefore have I spoken.” As Jesus Christ believed that he would walk before the LORD in the land of the living, so he spoke. As those who live believe, so also they can say in 2 Corinthians 4:14: 
Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 
II Corinthians 4:15 is parenthetical. The words in the verse demonstrate the sudden shift from we which live to we, Paul and Timothy:

For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

The Corinthians simply did not have much experience in speaking the truth in love. The only examples they had were Paul’s and Timothy’s. The love in Paul’s heart for the Corinthian believers is the example of the walk by believing that doesn’t falter. “The grace that is abounding to many” are some of the telltale words in the verse itself that indicate the shift to Paul and Timothy. This was a very real and specific move of God’s grace rather that a discussion of the general principles of victory. Additionally, the words “all things are for your sakes” is echoed in I Corinthians 3:21-23, I Thessalonians 3:9 & 13, and 2 Timothy 2:10. Therefore, in this case, the scope, as well as the words in the verse, drives the recognition of the correct pronoun referents. 

Very quickly, though, II Corinthians 4:16 returns to the subject of the entire passage:

For which cause [knowing Christ’s return] we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.
The entire church, unlike those who do not believe, have an outer man and an inner man (Ephesians 3:16); however, the inward man is renewed as we take action to live in Christ. Because those who live can, according to 4:14 above, see by faith those who believe being with them in Christ, they faint not. Nor will those who live faint because their outward man grows old or frail. This is because the inward man, by way of which they can see Christ’s return, is renewed day by day. Likewise, in 4:17, the eternal rewards promised to those who are victorious in Christ include all who walk by the spirit and live:

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;

II Corinthians 4:18 aptly describe all those who walk by the spirit and not by the flesh:

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

II Corinthians 5:1 while name realities that apply to the entire church is still speaking of only those who, by the renewed mind “know” or “mentally perceive these great realities:

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

This “earthly tabernacle” is the second great metaphor for the physical body in this magnificent section of II Corinthians about carrying out the ministry of the spirit which is the ministry of reconciliation. 
In II Corinthians 4:16 to 5:9 we includes all who walk in Christ, who are also called “those who live.” Those in Christ are described in this section of the metaphor of the body and the tabernacle as those who “look not at those things which are seen but at those which are unseen,” who “groan earnestly to be clothed upon with a new body from heaven,” and who “walk by faith, not by sight.”
 
II Corinthians 5:10 ends this section about the body as a tabernacle by changing pronoun references from “we who live” to “we all who are born-again”:

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

II Corinthians 5:11-13 changes references to Paul and Timothy, again without warning and again by way of the plain words in the verse itself:
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.

For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart.

For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be sober, it is for your cause.

II Corinthians 5:14-15 returns the pronoun references from Paul and Timothy alone to “they that live”:

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:

And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.
II Corinthians 5:16 then describes those who live as knowing no man according to the flesh. 

The overall context of the personal pronouns referring to those who remain in Christ is made explicit in 5:17-18:

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new [new things have come to pass].

And all [these new] things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

Some have argued that even though there is no “linguistic basis for seeing a shift in referent,” the plain words in the verse, indicate that there is a shift to shift to Paul and Timothy alone. These are the very principles this treatise espouses; however, these who contend that there is a shift do so because they cannot envision that God gave the ministry of reconciliation to every believer.
 Nevertheless, considering that Romans, Philippians, Ephesians, and Thessalonians all reveal God’s people speaking His word of life, the scope conclusively supports what seems to be the natural flow of this section. Indeed the word of life that righteousness speaks is, in 5:19 below, called “the word of reconciliation”:
To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

It is again scope that establishes the first person and second person pronouns in II Corinthians 5:20-21. This scope is cemented by the use of figurative language—antimetathesis, a shift in speakers, or Dialogue.
 In Romans 10:6 a non-literal speaker “the righteousness of faith” is given dialogue:

But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:)

Then, in Romans 10:8, the words of this non-literal speaker are attributed to a general “we,” the we of all who walk by believing:

But what saith it [the righteousness of faith]? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we [the just who live by faith] preach;
Finally, as all those who speak are included in the we of Romans 10:8, so also, in Romans 10:9, all who need to believe are included in the second person pronouns:

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
This wonderful use of the figure of speech dialogue is also applied, with a mathematical exactness and a scientific precision, in the exact same situation in II Corinthians 5:20-21:

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye [those who need to believe] reconciled to God. 

For he hath made him to be sin for us [all mankind], who knew no sin; that we [all mankind] might be made the righteousness of God in him.

In II Corinthians 5:11-14 the text of the verses themselves clearly shifts the pronoun references from “we all” in 5:10 to Paul, Timothy and Silas. However, the scope of II Corinthians 5:14 returns the pronoun references to “they which live” in 5:15 and then to those “who know no man after the flesh” in 5:16. Those who live and know no man after the flesh are those who walk in power in Christ and for whom, because they serve in newness of life, new things have come to pass through God. Hence, two of these new things that are of God are that "we who live," have been given the ministry of reconciliation and the word of reconciliation. Those that are in this role who speak, as in Romans, are those who walk by believing not by sight.

The Corinthians had already believed. That's why they are the church of God; that is why the epistle is written to them (and to us). Hence, they cannot be the "you" to whom "we—Paul and Timothy" speak, for they had already been reconciled to God. 

We know that this you in 5:20 has not believed because of the phrase, "be ye reconciled to God." If someone has believed, then they have already received reconciliation and the atonement (Rom. 5:10-11); that is, they have already been reconciled (II Co. 5:18). Hence, the characters of the ambassadors for Christ are speaking to the characters of those who have not yet believed. The use of the present tense for all ambassadors, even those who are reading the scriptures, emphasizes that the literal truth is being given in a non-literal dialogue.
 

Receive Not His Grace in Vain: Triumph in Christ

II Corinthians 6:1 is another sudden shift in pronoun reference:

We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive [dechomai] not the grace of God in vain.

The key word is receive--dechomai. In the Greek it is an infinitive in the aorist tense. The aorist gives the tense an already-done-deal feel. The New Jerusalem Bible has this translation:

As his fellow-workers, we urge you not to let your acceptance of his grace come to nothing.

The Aramaic of I Corinthians 6:1 reads:

And as helpers we entreat you, that the grace of God that you received should not become void in you.

So then, is we “all who are in Christ”? Is ye still “all those who are offered the grace of God by His ambassadors”? It can’t be all to whom grace is offered because it is talking to those who have already received the grace of God. God, by way of Paul and Timothy are beseeching those who have dechomaied God’s grace to walk in it, to shine it forth, to manifest this grace for all to see.
The King James Version has supplied four words in their English translation, as, with him, and you: 

We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.
More accurately, is Young’s Literal Translation:

And working together also we call upon you that ye receive not in vain the grace of God 

Here is Dr. Wierwille’s literal according to usage translation:

As fellow workers we encourage you not to receive the grace of God in vain [without rewards].

Paul and Timothy, as fellow workers with the Corinthians, are encouraging them to get paid, to do the work God has called them to. The words in the verse itself give plain evidence of the shift from we, meaning those in Christ, to we, meaning Paul and Timothy, and you has shifted from those who are offered grace to those who have already received that grace.
God’s Word has also provided some contextual cement in II Corinthians 6:2:

(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)

This verse is a reference to Isaiah 49:8: 

Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: …
The day of salvation, of deliverance for Christ Jesus is in his being seated at the right hand of God. This is the age, or day of the church.

Psalm 69:13 says:

But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O LORD, in an acceptable time: O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth of thy salvation,

Psalm 69 shows our Lord praying for deliverance in an acceptable time, a time acceptable with God. Because he had to give his life for all mankind, he could not pray for deliverance until we were all justified, until the time when the acceptable sacrifice had been completed.

The scope of this reference is necessary so we understand why God, by revelation, adds in II Corinthians 6:2:

behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.

God’s Word is saying that as He delivered His only begotten Son out of death, so He is willing and able to deliver us in every challenge we face (remember II Corinthians 1:9-1). However, God adds that, for us, now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation, for we have been redeemed. His sacrifice for us is completely complete. We don’t need to pray for deliverance at some future time. God will act on His word this very instant! What a redeemer we have! What redemption to walk in! There is no reason for the grace of God to remain dormant in us (II Corinthians 6:1). It's God's will that each and every one of us manifest the wholeness of the risen Christ within (II Corinthians 4:10) in every situation in life to which we are called, especially as we share His word in every place we find ourselves. Paul and Timothy are the perfect examples of what it means not to receive the grace of God in vain. I Corinthians 15:10 says of Paul:

But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain [kenos]; but I laboured [kopio] more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

Here, the grace Paul received was as an apostle, but for us as ambassadors the principles are the same. We are to allow God to work within us both to will and to do of His good pleasure. We are to evidence our salvation, holding forth the word of life. As I Corinthians 15:58 says:

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work [ergon] of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour [kopos] is not in vain [kenos] in the Lord.

When the grace of God is dormant in us there is no labor for the Lord, but when we believe and energize it, it will never, ever, be in vain. 

II Corinthians 6:1-11 is the grand finale of our triumph in Christ. With the promise of God to deliver us from every obstacle and trial, Paul and Timothy set forth their credentials as fellow workers with all who labor. They set forth their ways in Christ to demonstrate what we can accomplish as ambassadors for Christ. Instead of allowing the grace of God to be fruitless in us, we are called to live the life that is more than abundant by:

Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry [service of Christ to the world] be not blamed:

But in all things approving ourselves [Paul and Timothy] as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,
II Corinthians 6:5 doesn’t exhort us to endure those things Paul and Timothy endured, but assures us that whatever we face we can endure:

 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings;

In 2 Corinthians 6:6-10, Paul’s and Timothy’s lives give the solutions to the kinds of challenges those who walk by faith might face:

By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned,

By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left,

By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true;

As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed;

As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things
In everything God’s sent ones are victorious as they continue to walk in newness of life, heralding the word of reconciliation, shining forth the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Having completely explained every principle of success that those who are triumphant in Christ employ, including Paul and Timothy, II Corinthians 6:11 proclaims: 

O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged.
These beautiful figures of speech express the active love Paul and Timothy have for the Corinthians. In the first figure, the mouth, as part of the process of speech, is put for the whole process of communication. In this way the open mouth represents the open minds and souls of Paul and Timothy. The second figure puts the physical heart for the seat of decision-making and for the throne of the personal lives of Paul and Timothy. Their hearts are enlarged, magnified. Not only have they thrown all of their deepest motives and feelings open in love, but they have enlarged these things for all to see. One beautiful translation of 6:11a reads:

O’ Corinthians, we have told you every necessary thing (opened our hearts)…

Paul and Timothy, in writing by revelation to the Corinthians, have covered every principle needed to triumph in every place in Christ Jesus the Lord. II Corinthians 2:14-6:10 is the greatest evangelical treatise ever made known to the church.

Paul and Timothy share everything necessary for the Corinthians to grow up and walk in accordance with Ephesians 4:14-15:

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:



The uses of pronouns in II Corinthians:


We	= 	the church


		(we in this tabernacle)


		(we all)


	=	those in fellowship


		(we who live)


	=	those not ignorant of Satan’s devices


	=	Paul & Timothy


	=	Paul, Timothy & Silas


	=	all humanity (sin for us)


You	=	the saints of Corinth


	=	those to whom we’re the fragrance of life to life      
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Paul gives two examples of problems he had to go to God about. The first concerned how it hurt to have to confront the Corinthians; the second is that he can’t find Titus. Verse 2:14 is a promise from God Paul will testify of based on his own personal experience.�
�






It is God’s plan that each one of us live triumphantly in Christ and, in so doing, make known the sweet savor of the knowledge of God in everyplace we are. People ought to know we are believers. How will we show them? II Corinthians 2:14-7:4 explains with inclusive uses of the second person pronoun.�
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The Main Ideas of II Corinthians 2:14-6:10


The whole section:


II Corinthians 2:14 to 6:10: Our triumph in Christ described: how and to whom the ministry


II Corinthians 2:16 to 3:18: Who is sufficient for these things (defining the "we" who carry out the ministry)


II Corinthians 4:1 to 6:10: Carrying out the ministry (of reconciliation which equals the ministry of the spirit) �
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Psalm 69 foretells of Christ’s prayer 1,000 years before he was born and Isaiah 49 foretells the Father’s answer 750 years before his birth; so why did Jesus need to make the prayer if the scripture has already prophesied God’s response? He had to pray this prayer because prayer is more than words. True prayer demands believing.�
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When the grace of God is dormant in us, there is no labor for the lord, but when we believe and manifest it, it will never, ever, be in vain.�
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� Some of these will cover below, but, in brief: we is Paul and Timothy 3:1-3, we is the entire church in 3:18, we is the entire church in 4:7, we is Paul and Timothy in 4:15, we is the entire church in 5:10, we is Paul and Timothy 5:11-14 and we is all humanity in 5:21.
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